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The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate your ability to apply your skills, knowledge and understanding to answer a historical question of your choice. 

This assignment is worth 20 marks. The marks contribute 25% of the overall marks for the Course assessment. The Course will be graded A–D.
It assesses the following skills, knowledge and understanding:


Research and Assignment:
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How you can do this:
Choose a historical question which should allow you to:

· Find information on the theme or event you have chosen to study

· Show different points of view on your question
· Come to a conclusion which you can support with reasons
The best questions to choose focus on an event or development and ask why it happened or consider what impact it had. The best types of question start with phrases such as: 
· To what extent did … 

· How important was … 

· How significant was … 

· How far can it be argued that … 

These types of questions allow you to analyse and present your own conclusions based on your research. 
Your teacher may support you by commenting upon the suitability of the event or development you have chosen and advise on the likely availability of resources.
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How you can do this:

This will involve a number of stages.
· Collect information which will help you answer your question.
· Take a note of where you found this information. 
· Identify the different factors contributing to the impact of the event or development, or different factors involved in causing the event or development. 

· Organise your information into which viewpoints or factors they support. 

You should collect evidence relevant to a specific historical theme or event, from at least two distinct sources. These may be either primary or secondary sources such as:
· websites
· newspapers / magazines / books (electronic or print)
· visits or fieldtrips
· television / film

· radio / podcasts

· textbooks

· history books

· interviews

· primary source such as letters, photographs, diaries etc

· other source of information

Try to take fairly detailed notes, using specific points in information where possible.  
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How you can do this: 
· Think of what other information you know about this event or development. You may wish use your jotter notes. You don’t need to say where this information came from. 
· Deal with each factor in turn.  
· Write this information below, under correct headings. 
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How you can do this 
· Think about what the evidence from your research and your own knowledge tell you about the question you chose. How does it help you answer the question?
If you have asked about why an event or development happened:

You should make a judgment about which factor is more important in causing the event or development and explain why you think this one is more important than the others.
If you have asked about the impact an event or development had: 

You should make a judgment about which impact is more important or significant and explain why you think this one is more important than the others.
If you have asked about the impact of an event, you may organise your information into the different ways in which things changed because of that event. 

Use the below space to write out your conclusion.



[image: image5.png]




The History Resource Sheet 
· You are able to have the History Resource Sheet with you when you produce the report of your findings. This is a single-sided sheet of A4 containing evidence you have collected during your assignment and where you found this evidence. 
· There is no word limit for the Resource Sheet and there is no restriction on the types of evidence you put on it. It is there for you to refer to when you produce your report. However, you should not copy large chunks from this evidence. It is the way you use the evidence that is important.
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The History Assignment





Choosing, with minimum support, an appropriate historical question. 


Explaining different factors contributing to the impact or causes of an event or development. 


Using information to support factors. 


Referring to sources. 


Evaluating different factors contributing to the impact or causes of an event or development. 


Organising the information to address the question or issue. 


Coming to a conclusion about the question. 


Supporting a conclusion with reasons. 











Research: You will research in class and at home and complete the assignment in January during class time. 


Assignment: 


The assessment for the assignment will be in the form of a report of your findings. You must complete this report within one hour under exam conditions.


You will have the History Resource Sheet which you should refer to as you produce a report of present your findings. You may use only one side of this single sheet. The History Resource Sheet should be submitted with your report of your findings to SQA for marking. 








Read this statement and sign and date it.


My teacher has explained my History assignment and discussed this with me.


Pupil signature: ________________________________             Date: _________


Teacher signature: ______________________________            Date: _________








STEP 1





Choose a historical question





Read this statement and sign and date it.


The historical question I have chosen to research is:


 __________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


Pupil signature: ________________________________             Date: _________


Teacher signature: ______________________________            Date: _________








STEP 2








Use information from sources, saying which sources they are, in order to support each factor





Taking a note of the source


In presenting evidence from the sources, you should say where the information comes from.  This allows the reader to judge how useful the sources you have used really are.


If you use a quote from a source, you may simply put the author, the type of source, title of the book / programme and the date is was published / produced. 


You can also summarise a viewpoint and write it in your own words, but you must include who said it. 





Identify the different factors


As you research your event or development, you will find different points of view on the question you have chosen. 





If you have asked about the causes of an event or development, you will need to identify the different factors which contributed to that event or development. 





If you have asked about the impact of an event, you will need to identify different viewpoints the different ways in which things changed because of that event. 





Try to put them into a logical order. This may be short, medium and long term impact; most important to least important factor etc. 














Organise your information into which factors they support


Having identified your factors, you will need to organise the evidence you have found from your sources into which factor they best support.


Factor 1: …………………………………………


Factor 2: …………………………………………


Factor 3: …………………………………………


Factor 4: …………………………………………


Factor 5: ……………………………….…………














STEP 3








Use information from your own knowledge to build a bank of evidence for each factor.




















Read this statement and if you agree, sign and date it.


I have added my own knowledge to the historical question I have chosen to research.


Pupil signature: ________________________________             Date: _________


Teacher signature: ______________________________            Date: _________








From your five factors select and research the three that, in your opinion, were the most important.


Factor 1: …………………………………………………
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Factor 2: …………………………………………………
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Factor 3: …………………………………………………
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Additional Notes:











Read this statement and if you agree, sign and date below.


I have researched my historical question on my own both at home and in school. 


Pupil signature: ________________________________             Date: _________


Teacher signature: ______________________________            Date: _________








Read this statement and sign and date it.


I have researched my theme/event on my own both at home and in school. 


Pupil signature: ________________________________             Date: _________


Teacher signature: ______________________________            Date: _________








STEP 3








STEP 4





Come to a conclusion about the factors and support this with reasons

















Read this statement and if you agree, sign and date below. 


I have come to a judgement about the factors and supported this with reasons.


Pupil signature: ________________________________             Date: _________


Teacher signature: ______________________________            Date: _________








STEP 5





Writing up the assignment





You will report the findings of your assignment under supervision in up to 1 hour. 





You will have the History Resource Sheet which you should refer to as you produce a report of present your findings. This will help you produce your report of your assignment. You may use only one side of this single sheet. 





The History Resource Sheet should be submitted with your report of your findings. 











