National 5 History

Added Value Assignment
Your Guide
Introduction

The National 5 Added Value assignment is worth 20 marks.  The final exam paper is worth 60 marks so that means the assignment is worth 25% of your overall grade.  Marks for all Course Components are added up to give a total Course assessment mark which is graded A–D.
In this booklet you will find the official SQA instructions on how to prepare for your Added Value Assignment.  These first few pages are to help you get the most out of these instructions and the overall Assignment.
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There are certain key skills SQA markers will be looking for you to show.
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The marker will grade how well you have done in these skills using the grid over the page.  Get to know what is expected of your Assignment and make sure your work reaches at least the standard they expect to see.
	Skills
	0 marks
	1 mark
	2 marks
	3 marks
	4 marks

	Explain the different factors contributing to the impact or causes of an event or development
	No awareness of different factors.
	Two or more different factors on the impact or cause of an event are identified but without any explanation.
	Two or more different factors on the impact or cause of an event are explained.
	 
	 

	Using information from sources referred to (this will come from your "References" on your Resource Sheet), in order to support factors
	Evidence is not referenced.
	Evidence of information having been collected from one source which has been referred to clearly and directly.
	Evidence of information having been collected from at least 2 sources which have been referred to clearly and directly.
	 
	 

	Using other knowledge to support factors
	No knowledge is used.
	One point of knowledge used.
	Two points of knowledge used.
	Three points of knowledge used.
	Four points of knowledge used.

	Evaluating different factors contributing to the impact or causes of an event or development
	No relevant comment is made on any factors.
	A relevant comment is made on one or more viewpoints, but without relation to any context.
	The question or issue is placed in its historical context and relevant comment is made on one factor in relation to the context.
	The question or issue is placed in its historical context and relevant comment is made on more than one factor in relation to the context.
	 

	Organising the information to address the question or issue
	The answer is disorganised with the evidence not being used to address the question.
	A narrative approach has been adopted clearly presented from a single point of view which addresses the question.
	There is a balanced argument showing at least two factors/areas of impact.
	There is a balanced argument showing at least two factors/areas of impact, showing some balance within at least one factor/area of impact, recognising its limitations.
	 

	Coming to a conclusion
	There is no attempt to reach any conclusion in terms of the question or issue.
	There is a conclusion which relates to the topic. This will be a summary which fails to make a judgement.
	There is a conclusion which addresses the question. This will make a judgement about the question or issue.
	There is a conclusion which addresses the question. This will make a relative judgement about the factors in addressing the question or issue.
	 

	Supporting a conclusion with reasons. (May be overall or may be after each factor.)
	There is no attempt to support the conclusion, or reasons do not relate to the evidence presented.
	At least one supporting reason is presented but does not relate to the evidence presented.
	The judgement is supported with one reason related to the evidence presented.
	The judgement is supported with more than one reason related to the evidence presented.
	 


Instructions for pupils
SQA say that, “the purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate your ability to apply your skills, knowledge and understanding to answer a historical question of your choice.”  What that means is you have to show you are not just telling a story (knowledge) but can create an argument based around Historical evidence.

Your assignment will be a written report.  You must complete the writing up of this within one hour though you will have much more time before hand to prepare.  When writing up your report you will have a History Resource Sheet with you.  This is basically a plan containing evidence and historical references you have collected during your research.  You will use this to guide yourself through the writing of the report.  The History Resource Sheet will be submitted with your assignment and although it will not be marked, the examiner should see that you have referred to it and followed the information you wrote on it.  Why have a plan if you don’t then follow it?
So what do you do now?

· Choose, with minimum support from your teacher, an appropriate question.

· Start researching your topic.  You will discover that many different points are relevant to your question so you need to build up your evidence on each of these.
· Keep detailed references of the materials you have researched and will be using.  i.e. where does your information come from?

· Remember to keep looking back at what the SQA marker is looking for and make sure you do at least that.  look back at p.1
Can I work with others?
· Yes… sort of.

· While you should choose your own topic to research, others in your class may have chosen a similar topic. If that’s the case, it might be helpful to work part of the time with others when you are collecting information. 

· If you choose to do this, it is important that you are able to show what you have contributed to this part of your assignment and that the evidence you take into the assessment is your own work.  You need to have an individual History Resource Sheet each.
Choosing a question 
The best questions to choose focus on an event or development and ask:


1. Why it happened?

or
2. What impact it had?
These types of questions force you to analyse and argue a case rather then tell a story.  Examples would be:

To answer these types of questions, you now must:

· Find information on the event or theme you have chosen to study.
· Show different points of view on your question.

· i.e. several factors are important OR there were successes and failings and different historians place different importance on different parts of the answer.

· Come to a conclusion which you can support with reasons. 

Using sources

You should collect evidence relevant to your question from at least two distinct sources. These may be either primary or secondary sources such as though try to use both.  Try to take fairly detailed notes, using specific points of information where possible.
Sources you could use

· visits or fieldtrips 



(  television/video 

· radio/podcasts 




(  libraries 

· textbooks 




(  history books 

· interviews 




(  letters, photographs, diaries etc 
· websites (consider the reliability of some of these)

· newspapers/magazines/books (print or electronic) 

· other sources of information 

What to do with your sources

· Collect information which will help you answer your question. 

· Take a clear note of where you found this information. 

· Identify the different factors contributing to the impact of the event or different factors involved in causing the event. 

· Organise your information into which viewpoints or factors they support. 

Taking a note of the source 
In presenting evidence from sources, you should say where the information comes from. This allows the reader to judge how useful the sources you have used really are.  If you use a quote from a source, you may simply put the author, the type of source or title of the book, and the date if you know it. There are slightly different ways of doing this.  For example:

If you are vague in the way you refer to sources you

will limit the number of marks available. e.g.
If you collect information in a group, it is also important that each person is able to provide individual evidence of their contribution to the research process.
Organising your information

Using other information from your own knowledge

As well as using the information from your sources – remember this will be on the “references” section of your History Resource Sheet – you should also use further information you know about your topic from research.  This will be put in the “Evidence” part of your History Resource Sheet.  You don’t need to say where this information came from. 
Identifying the different factors 
As you research your topic, you will find different reasons on why something happened or different areas that changes had an impact on or had little impact on.  By linking this to your “references” section, you should be able to also show that some historians argue over which is most important or which had the biggest impact.
For instance, if you have asked about the causes of an event, you will need to identify the different factors/themes which contributed to it.  You should be able to identify at least three key factors/themes.  For each of them you should be able to give at least two points which describe of those factors/themes.
If you have asked about the impact of an event, you will need to identify three different areas where things changed.  You should be able to describe at least two points in how they changed for the better or worse.

Having identified your factors, you will need to organise the evidence you have found from your sources into which factor they best support.  Try to put them into a logical order. This may be short, medium and long term impact; most important to least important factor etc. 

Coming to a conclusion

Think about what the evidence from your research and your own knowledge tell you about the question you chose. 


















In presenting their findings, candidates should show the following skills, knowledge and understanding: 





A. Explaining different factors contributing to the impact or causes of an event.


B. Using information from sources referred to, in order to support their case. 


C. Using other information, to support their case. 


D. Evaluate different factors contributing to the impact or causes of an event. 


E. Organising the information to address the question. 


F. Coming to a conclusion about the question. 


G. Supporting a conclusion with reasons and/or evidence. 














Why it happened questions





To what extent did one factor play a role in a wider topic?


How important was one factor in a wider topic?


How significant was one factor in a wider topic?





The answer is always that the one factor was important but that others factors are important as well in the wider topic.





i.e. To what extent did the Europeans’ desire for spices create the Atlantic Slave Trade?





i.e. How important was William Wilberforce in the abolishment of slavery?











What impact it had?





How successful was something/somebody in being a success at something?


How far can it be argued that something/somebody achieved their thing?





The answer is always that they had part success and part failure.  The answer lies somewhere in between.  





i.e. How successfully did ship captains prevent revolts on slave ships?





‘Churchill was the greatest prime minister that Britain ever had’. (J. Bloggs, Britain in World War Two, 2011) 


According to the Times newspaper in June 1915, … 


You could also summarise a viewpoint from a longer source by saying: J. Bloggs suggests that Churchill was the best Prime Minister Britain has ever had.











Historians think… 


People at the time believed… 


Newspapers at the time said… 





If you have asked about why an event or development happened, you should make a judgment about which factor is more important in causing the event or development and explain why you think this one is more important than the others.  You should also summarise what the other factors were.





If you have asked about the impact an event or development had, you should make a judgment about which impact is more important or significant and explain why you think this one is more important than the others.  You may also look at which parts had a big impact and which were less successful.





Remember to support your conclusion with clear reasons for your answer.  You can do this by briefly recapping your points.





History Resource Sheet





Introduction


This gives context to the questions and introduces the various factors about the question





Main Body


A series of organised paragraphs which display knowledge, argument and historians views.


These need to show clear evidence of the various causes or the impact within your question.





Conclusion


Clearly addresses the question by making a judgement about the different in the question.


This judgement is supported with more than one reason related to the evidence presented.





The essay burger


Thick juicy content held together at both ends.  Without the bun, it falls apart!
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